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The article focuses on the water industry sector. It deals with the development 
of drinking water supply in Šumperk town from the Middle Ages to the 1960s. 
According to the water supply network development, the text is structured 
into individual chapters, focusing on the interesting period of the late 19th cen-
tury, when a municipal water plant was established. The water plant was also 
the first company managed by the city council at its establishment. It was an 
excellent good practice example for similar towns in the Czech lands, both 
technologically and operationally. Subsequent chapters focus on expanding 
the water supply network, reservoirs, and intake areas, which had to be sized 
for the increasing water consumption associated with the city‘s dynamic devel-
opment in the late 19th and first half of the 20th century. The final chapter sum-
marises the development of the municipal waterworks project from 1945 until 
the year when the town of Šumperk was connected to the water intake sources 
from the Kouty-Šumperk group water supply system. The paper is an inspiring 
retrospective look into the history of the municipal water supply. It can also be 
a helpful comparison with the current state, building possibilities and limits of 
the water supply infrastructure.


